
BES Conversation I: 

 ‘An epigraphy of slavery?’ 

 
 

Date: 30 April 2021, 17.00-18.45 (UK summer time) 
 

Hosts: Drs Dav id Lewis and Ulrike Roth (Edinburgh) 

 

Conversation partners & topics: 

 
Prof. Peter Hunt (Boulder):  

'Female slaves missing from the Attic Stelai?' 

 

Dr Dominika Grzesik (Wrocław):  

'Why so many? A new approach to interpreting the phenomenon 

of Delphic manumission records' 

 

Dr Ulrike Roth (Edinburgh):  

'Building an epigraphic family tree for Roman imperial slavery' 

 

 

*** 
 

Conversation prompt …: 
 

‘With the exceptions of manumission records, which exclusively concern slaves, 

there is no such thing as an “epigraphy of slavery” in Graeco-Roman antiquity. 

Slaves are as ubiquitous in inscript ions as they were in life. However, slaves and 

freedmen are most prominently represented in certain types of sources, 

especially epitaphs and dedications.’ 

 
A. Chaniotis, ‘Epigraphic evidence’, in The Oxford Handbook of Greek and Roman Slaveries,  

edd. S. Hodkinson, M. Kleijwegt, K. Vlassopoulos (Oxford, on-line 2018) 
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